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Rathie's Votes

The people at our Garden Door Clean-up were fantastic. | have never seen that many MGs at a clean-up! At the same
time the greenhouse was buzzing! How wonderful! We are truly blessed with the 24 new members! Their enthusiasm is
contagious! Mark your calendars for the picnic on June 23r. Our new class will probably have all of their volunteer hours
done after the plant sale and the planting of TGD annual beds. We plan to give them their nametags before the picnic! |
will get a pot-luck sign-up list on genius soon.

In the past week | have received three more requests for tours and visits to The Garden Door. Both Sheboygan and
Brown County MGs have asked for guided tours! Watch the calendar and e-mails for details.

Martha and | went to a FACE-TO-FACE at the Hancock Ext with Rod Bohn. It was our first “state” experience. We were
amazed by the shared problems across our state of Wisconsin. We owe our DCMGA founders a big THANK-YOU for
setting up our by-laws and infrastructure with logic and foresight. Many MG organizations are overwhelmed with requests
for assistance. We brought ideas back and discussed guidelines at the May board meeting. We won’t be making a lot of
changes, but want to protect our core workers from “burn-out.” Check out my article on page 10 of this newsletter.

Saturday, May 250 was our solo performance, THE PLANT SALE, produced and directed by Chriss Daubner, Char Rowe,
Kaylynn Peterson and Jean Ehmke. They set the stage and our production crew fine-tuned each “act.” The choreography
between the Cedar Pond perennials and the semi delivery on Wednesday started the action. Mother Nature cooperated,
and our plant sale ran like a well oiled machine. | hope everyone had fun on Friday and Saturday. At noon on Saturday
we should have taken a curtain call! Let's applaud our “producers” who made it all “happen.” It was one of the best
DCMGA plant sales EVER! We exceeded our budgetary expectations!

The summer will be busy with four student garden tours, a picnic, library classes, and the Open House. Enjoy playing in
the dirt together!

Rathie
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QFA

Door County Master Gardeners . . .
"taking care of business!"

DCMGA Board Meeting — May 15, 2013
By Wendy Woldt

Board Members Present: Carol Berglund, Kathie Vavra, Jim McFarlin, Martha Burris, Michelle Kemp, and Wendy Woldt.
Also Present: Rod Bohn, Allen Miller, Jan Ziemann, Christine Gritzmacher

Meeting called to order at 5:30 pm. Motion to approve the minutes of March 13t meeting was offered by Jim McFarlin and
seconded by Carol Berglund. Motion approved.

Correspondence. Kathy received a note from the Crossroads thanking us for our support.
Treasurer’s Report. Martha reviewed the budget and the report was approved.
Old Business

Outreach discussion. Jim and Kathie talked about projects that are funded and projects that are volunteered for without
funding. These projects must be approved in order to claim volunteer hours. Everyone agreed that they should coincide
with our mission statement with education at the forefront. There are 6 recognized projects right now: Government Center,
Heritage Center, John Miles Park, Community Gardens, the Library dirt project co-chaired by Kathie and Lee Somerville,
and the Youth Gardens. Volunteer projects that have asked for MG support this year are Noble House, Boy Scouts Merit
Badge, Child Care of Sister Bay, the YMCA, and the Land Trust yard. Michelle said she does work for the Ellison Bay sign
and 47 planting barrels and Gary Kemp does work controlling invasive species at Penn Park that they use for volunteer
hours. Rod mentioned that, if funded, a project was voted on and approved. Jan suggested that the proposals should all
come in by a deadline so that they can all be considered for approval by the Board at one meeting. Allen suggested
making an application form for the web site. Christine said she would work on making a form to go on the web site and
bring it to the next meeting. Kathie brought up the Barron County MGs guidelines as a model for the form.

The Garden Door Kathie said she would get with Barb Allmann for an updated list of supervisors for the Garden Door.

Request It was mentioned that Judy Thompson wanted a volunteer be at a demonstration tent at Crickets, a garden store,
during the Jazz on Jefferson event in Sturgeon Bay, on the same day as our Open House. Everyone thought it would be
hard to work in due to our own event that day.

The Plant Sale There was discussion on pricing the donated unmarked perennials. Jan suggested making a Potpourri
Perennials area to be priced, but not too cheaply, simply because we do not know the plant’'s name.

New Business

Communication Jim talked about having trouble getting into the Google group without going to a computer, having some
trouble with Apple products. Kathie said she would check into it.
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DCMGA Board Meeting Minutes (continued)

The Garden Door Jim had a line repaired going from the falls to the pump that was leaking in the pond area. He had
Waterscapes do it and it is working much better. He has not gotten a bill yet, but will send it to Martha when he does.

State Association Report. Rod reported that they would have face-to-face meetings. He said they would have two
meetings per year now. The next meeting will be Aug. 16 — 17 in Janesville discussing industry in gardening. The other
meetings planned are March 28 — 29, 2014 in Outagamie County and July 31—Aug 1 2014 in La Crosse.

Committee Reports

Kathie mentioned that they had great volunteers for the Youth projects.

The Garden Door Spring Clean up was a huge success with many volunteers. Many thanks go out to the new class for all
their help.

There was discussion on delivery of port-a-potty. One will be coming in mid-May and stay till the end of September and a
second one will be delivered for the Taste of the Garden Door event.

Sandie has ordered the banners. Kathie will make sure the ad is in The Advocate for the Plant Sale. Jim is going to work
on getting “Open” signs at the entrance to the Research Station for the Garden Door sign and one for the sign in The
Garden Door parking lot. Jim was also going to check on getting a big “sale” flag for the plant sale. There was some
discussion about revamping the sign by the parking lot as well.

Badges for the 2013 training class will be handed out at the picnic on June 23 at The Garden Door.

Announcements

The next Board meeting is July 17, at 5:30 pm at the Research Station.

Master Gardener Picnic will be at the Garden Door June 23 at 3:00 pm.

The Open House at the Garden Door is July 13, from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.

The meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.
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Garden Door Notes
By Vicki Dirst

Garden Door Committee Meeting, May 13, 2013

Present: Barb and Dick Allmann (co-chairs), Vicki Dirst, Allen Miller, Jim McFarlin, Jim Friedrichs, Chris Gritzmacher,
Wendy Woldt, DD Knutson

Call to order: Dick called the meeting to order at 5:32.

Open House: Vicki reported on plans for the Open House. Sandie ordered the banners and put up a display in the library.
A handout has been prepared for distribution at the Plant Sale. Jim M. and Vicki will do the radio program on June 20t
(10:20-11:00 am) to publicize the Open House. The list of programs and presenters was discussed. DD offered to do a
mini-program on the raised beds, and her offer was accepted.

Area Supervisor Reports:

DD said the raised beds need more soil -- at least nine large bags. Wendy offered composted and sifted horse manure
from her farm on Idlewild Road. The pile is behind the old barn. The manure plus a few bags of potting soil should take
care of the raised beds. A volunteer is needed to haul the manure to the garden.

Allen said the tables and benches for the garden are done, except for a spray finish. He also reported that Phil Block has
offered us a special price on tools from Fiskars. Allen would like to get some new tools for the shed, but is not sure his
$150 budget will cover it. Wendy said she has put tools of hers in the shed. Barb suggested selling some of the old tools at
the Plant Sale. Also, it was recommended that we get a first aid kit for the shed.

Barb said the Hendersons reported to her that the knot garden will be much the same as last year, while the only change
in the spiral garden will be additional tufas.

Chris noted that she got a lot of help with the rose garden at the cleanup. She again sought advice on how to control runoff
that causes the mulch to move where it is not wanted. Wendy offered rocks from her place. Jim F. thought rocks from the
research station could be used if we get their permission. A volunteer (or two) is needed to help haul rocks and install
them.
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Garden Door Committee Meeting (continued)
Other Discussion:

Barb said she really appreciated all the new people helping with the cleanup. She gave the Henderson’s report on the
status of the Taste, identifying planned advertising, sponsors, judges, and rental tents. Vicki commented on the status of
the recognition board. Sally Everhardus has completed the engraved portraits. Allen will finish them and mount them on
the board on the shed prior to the Plant Sale.

The meeting adjourned at 6:10. The next meeting will be July 8.

The Garden Door Spring Cleanup 2013 ;

'Yes, it was originally scheduled for April 20t but it had to be delayed for one week due to excessive moisture (the truck

I could not get in to deliver mulch) and a few snow drifts still in the garden. The compost area was marked behind the west- !
I'ern tree line and the mulch was delivered by the cleanup day on April 27" when many DCMG volunteers showed up to dig !
1and prune. We had a beautiful sunny day and pleasant temperatures (finally!) and we were even happier to have the |
; company of so many fellow MG's, particularly members of the 2013 class, who enthusiastically weeded, clipped, raked
-and hauled debris to the compost pile and brought mulch to the gardens. Within a few hours, the results were plainly

! evident and The Garden Door was ready to start growing again.
I

I Thanks to all who participated in the spring cleanup!

I

r | | n n | | I n n | | n n | | n n I | | I

The Garden Door Watering System is ON for the Summer

Sometimes there are people in an organization who quietly go about their business and are not known by the rest of us
for their job well done. Jason Rass is that guy! All the sprinkler heads have been checked, leaks repaired, and weather
forecasts scrutinized daily. Go ahead and plant! Jason will have the sprinklers going as the weather dictates as we
: certainly are not in the heat of summer as yet. Thank you, Jason, from all of us!

Barb and Dlek Allmann.
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“Small Projects to Fix Big Problems”
Presented by Jason Feldman on April 16, 2013

" Jason Feldman presented an informative and entertaining discussion of “Small Projects to Fix Big
Problems” in landscapes. Jason began by showing us his nine favorite gardening tools and telling

~ us the uses and benefits of each. Next, he advised to “have a plan” before starting on a project,

which includes thoroughly identifying the problem, making a map and taking pictures of the site, and
seeking advice to arrive at a suitable solution. Jason reviewed landscape design principles and stressed the importance of
understanding a project’s cost before starting a project, as well as understanding how the landscape will be maintained
when the project is completed. He cautioned against impulse buys that may not fit into the completed landscape. He
showed examples of this Problem/Solution approach as it was used in several of his landscaping projects. These included
a simple permanent stone seating area that looked like it had always been part of the existing natural landscape, an
ingenious raised and movable vegetable garden for a small space, an expanded parking area that used newly engineered
driveway products to integrate the new parking space into the landscape, and a cost-effective water feature combined with

plantings to emulate the feeling of a stream bed. Some of these projects, including a video of the water feature, can be
seen at the “Jason Feldman Landscape” web site.

Send Your Feedback On 2013 DCMGA Educational Program Series

We request your comments and suggestions related to the 2013 DCMGA Educational Programs be
submitted via email, to eliminate the previously used paper forms distributed at the event. If you attended
any of the 2013 programs and would like to comment on them or suggest additional speakers or topics to be
presented in our educational program series, please e-mail them to: doorgardener@gmail.com

The 2013 Educational Programs included:

What’s Hot for 2013 and Sunnypoint Gardens’ 40th Year by Kori Zawojski on Feb. 19th
Your Community Garden Update by Jenny Spude on Feb. 26th

Your Eight-legged Colleagues: Spiders in the Garden by Mike Draney on March 5th
How to Start a Veggie Garden by Tom Luebker on March 19th

Small Projects to Fix Big Problems by Jason Feldman on April 16th

T hank you to all of the speakers who gave us their time and insig}'\ts in their Presentations ,to each of the

program coordinators who managecl the details for the individual programs that made up this series, to all
of the MG volunteers who Proviclecl treats for the brealcs, to the SOcial Committee members who took
care of setup and clcanup for the breaks, and to Crossroacls at Big Creek which allowed us to use the

auditorium for these events. Everﬂone contributed to the success of this series and we are grate{:u!!
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MG'’s Hike the Shivering Sands Complex

On May 18t, DC Master Gardeners and their guests were lead by Carl Scholz on hikes through three portions of the
Shivering Sands Wetlands Complex off of Glidden Drive. Shivering Sands is a 3,400-acre complex that includes dunes,
kettles, bogs, fens, beaches, lakes and forests, including perhaps Wisconsin’s largest cedar swamp. The Nature
Conservancy owns and manages part of the complex. The diversity of plants and wildlife there is remarkable and we saw
many examples of it in early spring splendor on a sunny afternoon. Our first stop was at a Nature Conservancy trail that
crosses over a stream near the spot where it disappears underground on its way to Lake Michigan. Our second stop was
at a Lake Michigan beach that held pebbles demonstrating Door Peninsula’s geologic past. Our third stop was overlooking
the Shivering Sands Creek that drains from Dunes Lake and into Lake Michigan. Our final stop, for those whose
schedules permitted, was at Carl’s home where he and Ruth provided refreshments, conversation and great bird viewing.

Thanks to Carl for giving us an enjoyable and educational introduction to one of Wisconsin’s Five Star Natural Areas!

Carl Scholz (above) guided us through
parts of the Shivering Sands Complex
to see the portion with a “disappearing”
stream (left), the very full Shivering
Sands Creek (right), and a beach on
Lake Michigan (below) that contains
rocks that demonstrate the geologic
past of the Door Peninsula.
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THE 2013 DCMGA PLANT SALE

Your hard work and enthusiasm paid off! A giant THANK-YOU to everyone who helped make this one of the best plant sales EVER!

We owe an enormous thank-you to Chriss Daubner, Char Rowe, Jeanie Ehmke and Kaylynn Peterson for managing the green house
and perennial areas. Martha Burris, Karen Kierstyn and Kathie Vavra are still compiling the numbers from the sale as final payments
from MG’s who purchased tomatoes and plants come in and expenses are deducted, so that information will be sent to DCMGA
members separately, but we had a successful event! The big event, of course, required months of preparation in the greenhouse and
lots of work to set it up for the sale as shown below. The weather helped this year and the buyers seemed happy with their purchases
as shown in the pictures on the next page.

There will be a Plant Sale Recap meeting on Tuesday, June 4, at the Research Station at 4:15 pm to discuss what went right and
how we can improve for next year. Please come and share your thoughts and advice, or send your comments via email to Chriss

From planting and transplanting, we managed to fill two greenhouses with annual plants for the sale (above). Then, they had
to be moved to the sale area to be arranged and labeled for the sale (below).

The perennials also had to be sorted by type (sun or shade) and
arranged alphabetically (left), while some guys were being very
busy and cooperative doing something (below center). The day of
the sale, we were all ready for customers (right and below right).
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AT THE DCMGA PLANT SALE, MAY 25, 2013

The “early birds” lined up at the entrance and around the building during the hour before the sale started (upper left).
When the sale started, the shoppers went inside to find their desired annuals or veggie plants (upper middle and right)
or headed to the outside for sun perennials (lower left) or shade perennials (lower middle). Specialty items, such as
plants for Fairy Gardens, were also sold (lower right).

With a sled full of plants, it was time to tally
up the purchases (left) before heading to
the checkout area.

Despite all of this activity, Chriss Daubner
(right) appeared to have at least one
moment to contemplate the beautiful day
for a great plant sale!
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OUTREACH Volunteer Efforts
By Kathie Vavra

In the past, DCMGA volunteers who assist with projects or programs in the community related to gardening sometimes included those
volunteer hours to fulfill part of their volunteer effort requirements to maintain MGA membership. There are many opportunities
available in Door County (and elsewhere) that we are not familiar with and the DCMGA Board has been asked to consider how such
“outreach” volunteer work should be treated relative to DCMGA volunteer hours. That is, what type of outreach volunteer work
should count for DCMGA recognition and how can we evaluate such efforts if we are unfamiliar with the sponsoring organization or
project? Therefore, the Board requested more information from the members about their outreach efforts, if they are intended to be
included in our statement of volunteer hours.

When considering a request for support of outreach projects or programs by DCMG volunteers, please focus on our Mission and keep
in mind that our primary goals are education and stewardship. Our Mission Statement is:

The Door County Master Gardeners Association, Inc., in partnership with the UW-Extension, shall strive to make a positive impact on
horticulture in our community through education, community outreach, and stewardship of our environment.

We also want to avoid “burn-out” of MG’s who may feel overwhelmed by work requests. One suggestion was to limit our support to a
maximum of two years. Think about it. “Burn-out” is a very real and overwhelming consideration.

At the May 15t Board meeting we had a lengthy discussion about outreach and other volunteer areas. To sum up the discussion,
Brian Holtz is in charge of approving or disapproving of volunteer hours to count for DCMGA reporting purposes. We will have two
types of Outreach: one type that requires DCMGA funding, and another that is limited to support based on approved volunteer hours
for MGA reporting. Christine Gritzmacher will draft a form that will be required to request support for funded outreach programs
(based on a model for funded programs used by the Barron County MGA). Funded programs will need Board approval.

Notice of all outreach areas would be greatly appreciated. They can be used in the annual report to the state MGA, extension office
and research station stats. A photo of each project site and a job description that includes the names of all MGs involved, will be
posted on the website under outreach information (dcmga.org). All outreach efforts need a lead coordinator and volunteers. We will
advertise for volunteers: under the WANT ADS-Help Needed section of the dcmga.org website, by newsletter, in group e-mails, and
Google Groups. If we don't get volunteers, the project will not “fly”. Brian has to approve all activities for the volunteer efforts to be
recognized as DCMGA volunteer hours for reporting purposes.

Please look at the Outreach tab on DCMGA.org where funded programs should appear on the base page. Now only the Heritage
Garden at Crossroads is depicted there. In the future, we intend to list the volunteer programs divided by separate tabs, for northern
and southern Door County, to assist people in locating projects that are conveniently located near them. Each area should have a
picture with the garden in full bloom, a description and the volunteer MG’s names who participated.

At the Board meeting on July 17 we'll finalize this discussion. Please plan to attend the meeting to participate in this discussion or
send your thoughts on this issue to Kathie Vavra via email.


http://dcmga.org
http://dcmga.org
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Youth Program Gardens Planted

Our Youth program at the Garden Next Door was held on May 29t. The weather cooperated to allow 54 third graders from the
Sevastopol, St. Peters and St. John Bosco schools to plant six vegetable plots. We planted potatoes, the “Three Sisters” (beans, corn
and squash), four root vegetables, Brussels sprouts, tomatoes, A LOT of squash and other pioneer veggies! The garden plots were
prepared the day before with mounds and rows thanks to Jim McFarlin, Kerry Vavra, Deborah Javurek, Vicki Dirst and Kathie Vavra.

MG volunteers arrived by 7:30 am on the day of the event to help set up and fill snack bags. The night crawler races, worm farm and
“Potatoes 101" were really fun! Although some volunteers canceled at the last minute, others appeared and “dug” right in! Everyone
enjoyed the smaller number of kids because it allowed us to interact better with them.

The first “weed and water” event will be on July 10- We want to involve the families throughout the summer. Weekly “weed and
water” events will be on Tuesdays with the time posted on the dcmga.org home page. This and other information was printed on
bookmarks sent home with the pet worms. MG volunteers are always welcome to participate in Youth program events.

Thank-you to the twenty plus MGVs who made the Youth Program a success.

Hope you had fun!

“Potatoes 101” discussed by Max Martin =&
of the US Potato Gene Bank project kept E
the kids engaged and interested.

OOCSOOSO0O0000000000000000000000000000000000000
g 2013 DCMGA GARDEN TOURS by Kerry Vavra

£ | would like to take this opportunity to announce the dates of this year’s garden tours. Due to the size of our 2013
& class, we have chosen to have the tours on FOUR separate days. Logistics and calendar conflicts dictate that we
o spread these tours over a larger period of time.

[}
g We will all meet at the former K-Mart parking lot (near Pic ‘n Save) for convenience and car-pooling. All tours will
g start from that point at noon.

-}

& Sunday June 30t will be the first. This first tour will be everyone located south of the canal.

o Sunday July 28 will be everyone from Sturgeon Bay heading north to Carlsville.

-3,

g5 Sunday August 4t is the Carlsville and north tour.

]

& Sunday August 18t Students have heard about some of the DCMGA showcase gardens. Both Barb and Doug
Henderson and Joan and Dale Jeanquart have graciously invited us to tour their gardens. Some members of last
o year’s class will also have an opportunity to show us their gardens.

+3.1.1.1.1

g5 | will be mapping out a logical progression through the county and personally contacting each member for parking
B instructions and approximate tour times, etc. Car pooling is highly recommended. Feel free to contact Kerry if you
o have any questions or concerns.

SOCSOOSO0O0000O0000000000000000000000000000000

+1.1.1.1.3.1.1.3.1.3.1.3.1.1.3.1.3..1.1.1.1.1.3.3.1.3.1.)
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIEC

Land Trust Office Building Yard Native Plantings

Native plantings in the Land Trust building yard located at 23 N. 5th Avenue in Sturgeon Bay needs some "TLC". These
are new native plantings as of last year. There may be other opportunities for MG's to work with a crew at one of the
Land Trust's preserves in the northern Door Peninsula. The DC Land Trust's mission is to preserve, maintain, and
enhance lands that contribute significantly to the scenic beauty, open space, and ecological integrity of Door County. This
is an opportunity to work with the Land Trust and form a relationship in which we can foster learning and education. MG
volunteer hours may be available for these projects. Contact Jan Ziemann, 746-9931, or jan-dot@hotmail.com for
additional information and to indicate your interest.

“A Few Hours of Flower Power” at the YMCA

The YMCA in Sturgeon Bay is looking for volunteers who can share treasure, time and talent to bring color and life back to
three landscaped areas in front of the YMCA building. Specifically, the YMCA seeks low maintenance, drought-resistant
perennials to augment the existing landscape. If you are up to the challenge and/or have plants to donate, contact Julie
Wilson at 920-743-4949 or jwilson@doorcountyymca.org. For more information, please contact MG Paul Hamlin.

Summer Reading Suggestion from Jan Ziemann: Jens Jensen; Writings Inspired by Nature (2012)

This is an anthology of Jen Jensen's (1860-1951) most significant, yet lesser-known, articles including "The Saturday
Evening Post" article, March, 1930.

In a "The Capital Times" article, September, 1942, Jens Jensen talks about Door County and having the feeling that it
exhibits "the hand of man and nature, working together in complete harmony with each other". He then goes on to
mention "summer visitors" from city homes and their impact on natural areas. The article ends with this question..."l am
wondering what new knowledge they have reaped this summer to carry home that will be for the betterment of that home
environment?"

Remember that article was written in 1942. Let us hope that in the ensuing years our residents and visitors have
respected the natural environment. DCMGA, through the activities and educational opportunities, has contributed to and
offered "new knowledge" for all people to be learned and applied to their respective home environment.

You will enjoy reading this book.

THANKS FOR VOLUNTEERING!
Check decmga.org Website for Volunteer Opportunities

Thanks to all DCMG’s who participate in events throughout the year, from the spring planting,
tending and sale, the Open House and Taste of the Garden Door events, all of our educational
events that inspire and educate gardeners, and for providing the social culture to our events.
Everyone who volunteers helps make our organization better. Please check notices in our web
site for information on volunteer opportunities.



mailto:jan-dot@hotmail.com
mailto:jwilson@doorcountyymca.org
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Events to Remember!

June 4—Plant Sale Recap Meeting at the Research Station Classroom, 4:15 pm

June 23—DCMGA Picnic at The Garden Door, beginning at 3:00 pm

June 25— Trip to “West of the Lake Gardens” in Manitowoc, arriving at 10:00 am

June 30—First Student Garden Tour, meet at noon in Pic ‘n Save parking lot (near former K-Mart building)
July 2—Education Committee Meeting, Research Station, 5:30 pm

July 10—Youth Program Weed-and-Water in the Youth Gardens (Garden Next Door area), 5:30 pm

July 10—Brown County MG'’s tour of The Garden Door, 5:45 pm

July 13- The Garden Door Open House & Jefferson Street Information Booth

July 17—DCMGA Board Meeting, Research Station, 5:30 pm

July 28— Second Student Garden Tour, meet at noon in Pic ‘n Save parking lot (near former K-Mart building)
August 3—Sheboygan County MG'’s tour of The Garden Door, approximately 1:30 pm

August 4— Third Student Garden Tour, meet at noon in Pic ‘n Save parking lot (near former K-Mart building)

August 15-17— State MG Conference in Janesville

August 18— Fourth Student Garden Tour, meet at noon in Pic 'n Save parking lot (near former K-Mart building)

September 7— Taste of The Garden Door & Pesto Festo, 1-4 pm

The Door County Master Gardeners’ Newsletter THE
is published six times per year. —
WISCONSIN GARDENER

Editor: Christine Gritzmacher Subscribe to The Wisconsin Gardener
Send comments to: mgdceditor@gmail.com email "ews’e‘g n‘;}; f_°mp’et’"9 the
Produced in cooperation with the http://lwww.wpt.org/enews/

University of Wisconsin Extension Office.
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